[Retrobulbar space-occupying lesions in dogs and cats: symptoms and diagnosis].
In the last five years 55 cases of orbital space-occupying lesions in dogs and cats were treated at the Veterinary Surgical Clinic of the University of Zurich. The most frequent diagnosis was orbital neoplasia (n = 29), followed by orbital abscesses or cellulitis (n = 17). Orbital hematoma (n = 5), salivary mucocele (n = 3), A/V-fistulas (n = 1), and eosinophilic myositis (n = 1) appear to be less frequent entities. The 55 cases comprised 42 dogs and only 13 cats, which seem to be less likely to suffer from orbital disease. This difference was particularly obvious in orbital inflammatory disease. The most important clinical sign is exophthalmos. Other symptoms are listed in tables. Special emphasis is put on the diagnostic work-up of orbital space-occupying lesions. An algorithm shall guide the practitioner to the correct diagnosis. The management of orbital disease is only briefly mentioned but will be the topic of a future article.